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SAFETY AT SEA  
 

The essential safety rules to be observed by yachtsmen : 

 

• Check the weather forecast before heading out to sea. 

• AS SOON AS YOU START THE ENGINE, YOU MUST HAVE THE CIRCUIT-BREAKER 

WITH YOU. A SECOND ONE IS ON BOARD WITH THE SHIP'S PAPERS. 

• Remember that the speed limit is 5 knots within 300 metres of the shore. 

• When renting: Always check that the compulsory safety equipment is present and in order. 

• Be in possession of the compulsory driving licence for all boats or motorised craft over 6 hp. 

• Keep your speed under control: failure to observe this imperative rule can lead to a very serious accident; 

failure to observe it is an offence punishable by the Maritime Commercial Court. 

• Remember that the channels are closed to swimming. 

• To take part in water sports, there must be two of you on board in addition to the skier. 

• If you are using towed floating equipment (buoys), follow the same instructions as above and always 

display the orange flame. 

• If you want to dive : 

     - Diving can be dangerous. Do you have the necessary qualifications? 

     - Check your diving equipment. 

- Never dive alone. 

- Mark your presence with an appropriate flag (see below). 

• The flags below indicate the presence of divers. Go around them by at least 100 metres, never pass 

between the coast and the flag and reduce your speed. 

                                                                                                                   

 

 

 

Regulation of nautical activities on the coast of the municipalities of : 

 

• Cannes: - All buoyed areas except the special channels and port access are closed to 

motorised vehicles. 

                - No sailing or anchoring: Cannes - Croisette helipad. 

         - Regulated anchorage areas: Iles de Lérins. 
ATTENTION: Speed is limited to 5 knots between the Iles Ste-Marguerite and St-Honorat (Lérins) in the 

compulsory access channel, and 3 knots in the anchorage areas. 

Speed is limited to 10 knots beyond 300 metres in the quadrilateral between Fort Ste-Marguerite, Casino 

Palm Beach, Pointe de Bataiguier and the entrance to the Vieux-Port (see map). 

• Golfe-Juan / Vallauris :  - Over a depth of 300 metres, two zones are closed to motorised traffic and 

anchoring.  

• Antibes : - Areas closed to motorised craft: Juan les Pins beach, Gallice beach, Ondes beach, Garoupe 

beach, Salis beach and Gravette beach.. 

- Shore access channels: Juan les Pins and La Siesta beaches (lifeguard station), Cap d'Antibes  

- ATTENTION: Around Cap d'Antibes, speed is limited to 10 knots in an 800m strip around 

the coast. 

• Villefranche-sur-Mer : - Access channel for motorboats: to the right of the C.N.R.S landing stage. 

                                          - Zones reserved for bathers only: Darse des Marinières beach. 

     ATTENTION: Speed is limited to 5 knots in the roadstead of Villefranche-sur-Mer (see map) 

• Saint-Jean-Cap-Ferrat : - Shore access channel for ships: to the right of the Fosses landing stage and to 

the south-west of Barraquier beach. 

• Eze : - Area closed to motorised craft: between Eze-les-Pins and the port of Silva Maris. 

- Shore access channel: to the right of the beach lifeguard premises. 
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• Cap d’Ail : - Areas closed to motorised craft: Mala and Marquet beaches. 

                       - Shore access channel: Mala beach jetty, off Marquet beach       

• Menton : - Zones closed to motorised vehicles: between the western boundary of the municipality and the 

Bastion, and between the northern spur of Port Garavan and the Italian border. 

 

The main regulated coastal areas in the Alpes-Maritimes: 
 

 
 

IMPORTANT : If the sea becomes rough, don't hesitate to go to the nearest port or ask for assistance. 

We'll do what's necessary to pick you up as quickly as possible. 

TEL : +33 (0)6 62 55 06 60. 

  

ATTENTION ! For complete and up-to-date information, users should refer to the text of the laws and 

regulations in force. 

 

I declare that I am aware of the above safety rules.   

 

        Date : ........../.........../..................            Signature :  
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